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Poor Richard’s Almanac

Poor Richard’s Almanac was a publication printed by Benjamin Franklin in the between 1732 and
1758. It contained “aphorisms,” or clever sayings meant to teach moral lessons. Below is a list of
famous sayings from the almanac. Next to each saying, describe what lesson you think it
intended to teach.

Saying Meaning

Lost time is never found again

Speak little, do much

Clean you finger, before you point
at my spots

Three may keep a secret, if two of
them are dead.




